
light in our faith, and as the 
one who draws us more 
intimately into the Heart of 
her Son. The Rosary is a 
beautiful way of praying 
our way into the relation-
ship between Mary and 
Jesus.  

As October begins, things 
for me return back to nor-
mal a little. We are begin-
ning school Masses again 
three times a week, and 
preparation for the Sacra-
ments is beginning too. 
We will soon be beginning 
Prayer & Life Workshops 
in our parish. I would also 
like to hear from any peo-
ple who wish to become 
Catholics, so that we can 
begin a group to prepare 
for that.   

Let us place all these things 
into the hands of Our 
Blessed Lady and into the 
Heart of Our Blessed Lord. 

As I am writing this col-
umn this week, I am pre-
paring to go on pilgrimage 
to the shrine of Our Lady 
of Walsingham in Norfolk, 
with the members of the 
North Staffs Walsingham 
Association. We were pre-
vented from going to Wal-
singham last March, and 
this is the first opportunity 
for us to go as a Deanery 
group. By the time you 
read this, however, I will 
have returned. The pil-
grimage is providing me 

with a good opportunity to 
offer the work and life of 
our parish partnership to 
God through the interces-
sion of Our Blessed Lady at 
the end of the month of 
great Marian feasts 
(September), and the be-
ginning of the month of the 
Rosary (October).  

As Catholics, we forget to 
turn to Mary at our peril. 
The Lord has given her to 
us as a constant help in all 
our troubles, as a beacon of 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
Bl Francis Xavier     

Seelos 
1819-1867 

Being moved by the stories 
of German speaking mi-
grants lacking pastors to 
care for their souls, Francis 
Xavier joined the Redemp-
torists, and, after ordina-
tion, was sent on the mis-
sion to the USA. He 
worked in the parish of St 
Philomena as curate to St 

John Neumann for nine 
years. His kindness meant 
that people sought him our 
as a confessor and spiritual 
director. He had a simple 
way of expressing himself, 
and had a simple lifestyle. 
He had a particular heart 
for the poor and marginal-
ised. He became Parish 
Priest in Baltimore before 
becoming an itinerant mis-
sionary in many States.  
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Safeguarding 
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Biddulph/Packmoor: Julie Shuf-
flebotham & Lorraine Connell 
Goldenhill: Suzanne Meakin 
Kidsgrove: Denise Hewitt 
They can be contacted through 
the Parish Office, or call the 
Diocesan Team on 0121 230 
6240 or safeguarding@rc-
birmingham.org 

Website 
www.partnershipparishes.org 

YouTube Channel 
https://tinyurl.com/wqtqx76 

CHURCHES 

Biddulph English Martyrs’ 
Church, Church Road, Biddulph, 
ST8 6NE  

Goldenhill St Joseph’s Church, 
High Street, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 
5RD 

Kidsgrove St John the Evange-
list’s Church, The Avenue, 
Kidsgrove, ST7 1AE 

Packmoor St Patrick’s Church, 
Mellor Street, Packmoor, Stoke-
on-Trent, ST7 4SN 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
St Joseph’s Sun 10.30am  
English Martyrs’  Sun 8.30am 
St John’s Sat 6pm 
 

Saturday 2nd   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Welch family 

Sunday 3rd 
Twenty-Seventh Sunday  
of Ordinary Time 

9.00am    Holy Mass Eileen Marrow 

 11.00am   Holy Mass Manifold family 

   6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

Monday 4th 
St Francis of Assisi 

 6.00pm   Holy Mass Ann Charley 

Tuesday 5th 
St Faustina Kowalska 

9.15am    Holy Mass A Forrester 

Wednesday 6th 
St Bruno 

    Private Mass Holy Souls 

Thursday 7th 
Our Lady of the Rosary  

 9.30am   Holy Mass Winifred Maughan 

 6.00pm   Newman Catholic     
Collegiate Mass 

Private Intention 

Friday 8th 
Feria  

  9.30am  Holy Mass (in school) Connor Young 

 6.00pm   Holy Mass Kath Bailey 

Saturday 9th 
Bl John Henry Newman 

9.15am    Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

  6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Dorrie Clare 

Sunday 10th 
Twenty-Eighth Sunday      
of Ordinary Time 

9.00am    Holy Mass Tom Longshaw & Andrew 
Sturgess 

 11.00am   Holy Mass Kevin Barry Price  

   6.30pm Holy Mass Lydia Davies 

Monday 11th  
St John XXIII 

 6.00pm   Holy Mass Special Int (JG) 

Tuesday 12th  
Feria (Votive of Our Lady) 

9.15am    Holy Mass Special Int (RB) 

Wednesday 13th 
St Edward the Confessor  

 6.00pm   Holy Mass Heinrich Gleixner 

Thursday 14th 
Feria  

 9.30am   Holy Mass Holy Souls 

6.00pm    Holy Mass Private Intention 

  9.30am  Holy Mass (in school) Private Intention 

 6.00pm   Holy Mass  Int Anne Phillips 

Saturday 16th  
Our Lady  

9.15am    Holy Mass Private Intention 

  6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Winefride & Leonard    
Atherton 

Sunday 17th 
Twenty-Ninth Sunday     
of Ordinary Time  

9.00am    Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

 11.00am   Holy Mass John Martin 

   6.30pm Holy Mass Williams family 

Friday 15th 
St Teresa of Avila  
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Parish Office & Parish Priest’s 
Open House  

The Parish Office is open again at the 
normal times on the front of the Bul-
letin. Please call first if you wish to 
visit, to ensure that Teresa is in the 
office at the time you visit. 

Open House, when you can see Fr 
Julian face to face without an ap-
pointment, is on Saturdays from 
10.30am to 11.30am in St Joseph’s 
Church (not the presbytery). There 
is no need to book, but to ensure 
there is no change to the schedule, 
please call the parish office on the 
weekdays before attending.   

Sanctuary Lamp Dedications 
Dedications for w/b 3rd October: 
St Joseph’s: Winifred Maughan & 
family 
Dedications for w/b 10th October: 
St John’s: John Martin 
St Joseph’s: Special Intention (MM) 
St Patrick’s: Mrs Green Birthday 
 
Please put donation (£5 min) in 
an envelope. Write on ‘Sanctuary 
lamp’ and preferred church and 
intention.  

Hospital If you know someone in 
hospital, ask the nurses to call the 
Chaplain on call. Otherwise, please 
call the chaplaincy on 01782 676400. 
It is important to specify that it is the 
Catholic chaplain you want.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer & Life Workshops  is a great opportunity to 
change and develop your relationship with God, 

become more like Jesus Christ, and transform your 
life so that you become more authentically Chris-

tian. 

YOU ARE INVITED 
to the ‘taster session’ which will be held at two cen-
tres in North Staffs, and will include an invitation to 
complete the Workshop over a period of 15 weeks. 

The taster session is on Saturday 16th October and 
lasts for two hours: 

At 10.30am at St Teresa’s Church Trent Vale 
At 3pm at St Joseph’s Academy Goldenhill 

Preparation for the Sacraments 
We need to hear from parents of 
children who need to be prepared to 
receive the Sacraments of Reconcilia-
tion and First Holy Communion, and 
also any who are ready for Confirma-
tion. For children in one of our three 
schools the invitation will go out 
through the school. For those who 
are not in one of our schools, please 
ensure that you see Fr Julian as soon 
as possible to be able to participate in 
the preparation. The preparation for 
the Sacraments will begin soon in the 
autumn term. If there are any chil-
dren who missed out in previous 
years, also please contact Fr Julian. 

Adult Enquirers Fr Julian would 
like to hear from any adults who 
would like to be received into the 
Catholic Church, or be baptised. If 
that applies to you are anyone you 
know, please have a word with Fr 
Julian, so that we can begin a group 
soon. 

Let the Children Live! Last week 
we welcomed Fr Peter Walters to 
our parish who told us, very moving-
ly, of his experience with the street 
children of Colombia, and of the 
work he has established in that coun-
try to help rescue children from the 
danger of the streets and gangs. Our 
collection raised a great total. How-
ever, quite a few parishioners were 
away. So we are encouraging those 
who did not have money to contrib-
ute last week to give to the charity 
which supports his work, Let the 
children live!, this week. 

CAFOD Fast Day The CAFOD 
autumn fast day was on Friday. We 
will be having the collection for 
CAFOD on the weekend of 9th & 
10th October, instead of this week, 
so as to avoid the clash with continu-
ing to collect for Let the Children 
Live!  

Tea for Volunteers The stewarding 
volunteers and those who helped in 
the initial lockdown from St Joseph’s 
& St John’s are invited to come to-
gether for an afternoon tea today, 
Sunday 3rd October at 4pm at St 
Joseph’s church, as a thanks for your 
help . 



NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 

PARISH REGISTERS 

Baptisms 
Welcome to the family of the Church 
to Paige Elizabeth Barnett who was 
baptised at St John’s on Saturday 
18th September. 
Marriages 
Congratulations to Victoria Coates & 
Chris Wilson, who were married at 
St Patrick’s on Sunday 19th Septem-
ber. 
And also to Leo Naylor & Sophie 
Hulme who were married at the 
church of the Divine Saviour, Vejer 
de la Frontera, Spain, on Friday 24th 
September. 

parish giving 
It would be a great help to the Parish-
es if parishioners would begin to pay 

their weekly/monthly collection 
money by Standing Order from your 
bank to ours. Our bank now charges 
us for paying in cash, and the lack of 

branches makes it harder to make 
deposits.  

We need as many parishioners as 
possible to pay by Standing Order. It 

means we receive your offertory 
even when you are unable to be at 

Mass! Please use the form here: 
https://tinyurl.com/uqsttlr or pick up 
a copy at  church and deliver/post to 

St Joseph’s presbytery.  

Gift Aid If you currently Gift Aid 
your donations but have stopped pay-
ing income tax please let the parish 
office know. 

Counters As the amount of cash 
income has dropped, as many of our 
parishioners now pay directly, we no 
longer need to have counters in each 
parish each week. Money is now 

28th Sunday: Mark 10:17-30 

Jesus was setting out on a journey when a man ran up, knelt before him and put this question to him, ‘Good master, what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?’ Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. You know the commandments: You 
must not kill; You must not commit adultery; You must not steal; You must not bring false witness; You must not defraud; Honour your 
father and mother.’ And he said to him, ‘Master, I have kept all these from my earliest days.’ Jesus looked steadily at him and loved him, 
and he said, ‘There is one thing you lack. Go and sell everything you own and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven; then come, follow me.’ But his face fell at these words and he went away sad, for he was a man of great wealth. Jesus looked 
round and said to his disciples, ‘How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God!’ The disciples were astounded by 
these words, but Jesus insisted, ‘My children,’ he said to them ‘how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to pass 
through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.’ They were more astonished than ever. ‘In that case’ they 
said to one another ‘who can be saved?’ Jesus gazed at them. ‘For men’ he said ‘it is impossible, but not for God: because everything is 
possible for God.’ Peter took this up. ‘What about us?’ he asked him. ‘We have left everything and followed you.’ Jesus said, ‘I tell you 
solemnly, there is no one who has left house, brothers, sisters, father, children or land for my sake and for the sake of the gospel who will 
not be repaid a hundred times over, houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and land – not without persecutions – now in this present 
time and, in the world to come, eternal life.’ 

29th Sunday: Mark 10:35-45 

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, approached Jesus. ‘Master,’ they said to him ‘we want you to do us a favour.’ He said to them, 
‘What is it you want me to do for you?’ They said to him, ‘Allow us to sit one at your right hand and the other at your left in your glory.’ 
‘You do not know what you are asking’ Jesus said to them. ‘Can you drink the cup that I must drink, or be baptised with the baptism with 
which I must be baptised?’ They replied, ‘We can.’ Jesus said to them, ‘The cup that I must drink you shall drink, and with the baptism 
with which I must be baptised you shall be baptised, but as for seats at my right hand or my left, these are not mine to grant; they belong 
to those to whom they have been allotted.’ When the other ten heard this they began to feel indignant with James and John, so Jesus 
called them to him and said to them, ‘You know that among the pagans their so-called rulers lord it over them, and their great men make 
their authority felt. This is not to happen among you. No; anyone who wants to become great among you must be your servant, and any-
one who wants to be first among you must be slave to all. For the Son of Man himself did not come to be served but to serve, and to give 
his life as a ransom for many.’ 

 

counted by the parish secretary. 
However, for compliance with finan-
cial regulations there should be an-
other person present. We would like 
to get a rota of parishioners who 
could come and help Teresa with the 
task on a weekday. If you are willing 
to help then please let Teresa know 
by email or phone (after 6th Septem-
ber). 

We will not be returning to passing 
offertory bags or plates around from 
person to person. There is a donation 
point in each church by the door. 
Please do remember to hand in your 
envelope, or make cash donations, or 
contactless card donations at the do-
nation point if you do not pay by 
standing order. 

A Lifeline for Marriage! Has Covid put your marriage under new stress? Do 
you want to improve your communication? Are you separated, divorced or 
thinking about it? Retrouvaille is a Catholic organisation that offers help. Why 
not try out the Retrouvaille weekend? The next one is on 21st to 24th October. 
If you are interested to know more please contact by email retrouvailleukin-
for@gmail.com or phone 07887 296983 or 07973 880443 or look for more 
information on www.retrouvaille.org.uk 


